
 
 

How to Create and Read a Natal Chart 

 

There are ten planets and 12 houses in astrology, and a natal chart is a 

snapshot of the location in the Zodiac of the ten planets (including the 

Sun and Moon, excluding Earth) and the 12 houses at the moment you’re 

born from the location you’re born at. This guide will show you the steps 

for creating a chart on astro.com and fully reading it. 

 

Go to ​astro.com​ (a website where you can generate charts for free) and 

click on My Astro in the upper right: 
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Click on Create a horoscope immediately, as a Guest User (you can 

create an account another time; accounts are free and allow you to save 

the charts you create in your account): 
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This brings you to the Birth Data Entry page. On this page, you have to 

input your date of birth, place of birth, and time of birth in order to 

create a natal chart. For now, we’ll use example person, Jane, born May 

24th 1979 at 7:18PM in Boston Massachusetts, and use this birth data to 

fill out the fields and click continue: 
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After clicking continue, you’re brought to the Free horoscopes page. 

Click on Extended Chart Selection at the top under Horoscope Chart 

Drawings: 
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Natal Chart Wheel is automatically selected in the dropdown menu, so 

just click on Click here to show the chart: 
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This is what a chart on astro.com looks like: 
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The circle is the chart wheel, and shows the location of each house and 

planet. The houses are numbered by the inner circle, and the area inside 

of the two lines around the house number is the house: 
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The cusp of a house is the very beginning of that house, the exact 

location the house starts. The 1st house cusp is the bold black line that 

goes out to the label AC, which stands for Ascendant, another name for 

the 1st house cusp (the sign is also called the Rising sign): 
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Going counterclockwise, the next line represents the 2nd house cusp, 

the line after that is the 3rd house cusp, the line after that is the 4th 

house cusp (also bold and labeled as IC, which stands for Immum Coeli, 

and is also called the Nadir; the DC stands for Descendant and is the 7th 

house cusp, and the MC stands for Medium Coeli and is the 10th house 

cusp, also called the Midheaven), and so on: 
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